
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A few recent Media Highlights (April 2013): 

 

Utah State Alum and Nike Brand President Charlie Denson to Make Commencement Address – Salt 

Lake Tribune, April 2 

Utah State athletics has had a good friend in Charlie Denson the 

last few years. 

The president of Nike Brand who helped lead a logo and image 

overhaul for Utah State, Denson will be honored as this year's 

commencement speaker on May 4. He'll receive an honorary 

degree as well, alongside Sen. Orrin Hatch among others. 

Denson has close ties to the university, an alum in 1978 who 

went to work for a Portland store that would birth the world's 

largest and most lucrative athletic wear company. Besides being 

a contributor to the Aggies — he auctioned off a private tour 

and lunch for a recent fundraiser — he helped lead the 15-month project that overhauled Utah State's 

brand. 

Utah State's current contract with Nike expires at the end of May, but given Denson's close relationship 

with the university, it seems likely that the school will find a way to re-up its deal. 

 

Utah State University Advanced Weather Sensors Going to Space on Asian Satellites – Salt Lake 

Tribune, April 4 

Advanced weather-sensing instruments built by a Utah State University-affiliated lab will get a ride into 

space on an Asian telecommunications satellite set to launch in 2016. 

The agreement announced Wednesday advances a partnership with Las Vegas-based company 

GeoMetWatch that is the single largest applied engineering contract at a USU lab. 

The satellite will be launched over the Pacific Rim by AsiaSat, a satellite TV and Internet company. From 

the vantage point of 22,000 miles above earth, the instrument could pick up weather data affecting 

most of the world’s population, said Forrest Fackrell, chief development officer at GeoMetWatch. 

"It’s a big deal because it really gives us an international capability. It gives us a very significant hosting 

partner," he said. 

News 
In the 



Clash of the Concrete Canoes: USU Hosts Event at Hyrum State Park – Herald Journal, April 7 

Donning wet suits, a team of Utah 

State University students marched 

into the waters of Hyrum reservoir 

carrying with them something that 

took a total of 2,200 man hours to 

build — “Canoebis.” 

The swamp test allows judges to 

test the endurance of the canoes for 

the Rocky Mountain American 

Society of Civil Engineers, or ASCE, student conference, which took place Thursday through Saturday. 

The conference also features other competitions, including a steel bridge competition. 

The hard work paid off, according to Saturday’s results USU took first for the third consecutive year. 

The winner of each regional canoe competition moves on to compete for a monetary reward at the 

national level. In 2011, the USU canoe team placed 16th, and in 2012 it placed 18th. 

Teams qualify for the National Concrete Canoe competition by placing first in one of 18 conference 

competitions held throughout the U.S. Teams placing second in a conference competition behind a 

university that finished in the top five at the previous year’s national competition are also invited. 

 

Keeton Receives Prestigious Award  – Herald Journal, April 16 

Utah State quarterback Chuckie Keeton was named the 2012 Collegiate Male Athlete of the Year at the 

second annual Utah Governor’s State of Sport Awards held Tuesday at the Zions Bank Basketball Center 

in Salt Lake City. 

Former Aggie head football coach 

Gary Andersen was named the 

Coach of the Year. 

Utah Governor Gary R. Herbert 

provided remarks and presented 

awards along with eight-time 

Grand Slam Champion and 

Olympic Gold Medalist Andre 

Agassi. The event recognized 

athletes, coaches and key sports 

people and partners who have 

been instrumental in helping to 



build Utah's sports industry. 

“I am pleased to be part of this great event to recognize excellence in sports and would like to extend a 

very special thank you to Andre Agassi for joining us today,” Herbert said in a press release. 

Nearly 50,000 votes were cast from sports fans across all 50 states and 62 countries from around the 

world. 

 

USU Student Receives Prestigious Honor as Truman Scholar – Herald Journal, April 16 

When she was a freshman at Utah State University, Briana Bowen 

did not go through the typical college experience. 

At 19, she was diagnosed with thyroid cancer. 

Luckily, though, with the help of doctors, the political science major 

is in remission. But the “politics” behind her experience changed 

her. 

“Once I was treated very successfully, I started to look at the 

policies and said, ‘Wow, health care policy in this country really 

determines whether or not some people in my position have access 

to health care,’” Bowen said. “What happens to people who are not 

fortunate enough?” 

Now a junior, Bowen is putting her emphasis in public service on 

health care policy and will be able to bolster that education now that she’s a Truman Scholar. 

USU recently announced that Bowen was one of 62 students named as such by the Harry S. Truman 

Scholarship Foundation on April 10 — the first time since 1984 that a USU student received the 

scholarship. 

 

Williams Named Utah State's Head Trainer – Herald Journal, April 26 

For the first time in 38 years, Utah State will have a new head athletic trainer. 

With long-time head trainer Dale Mildenberger retiring this spring, the Aggies had to replace the Hall of 

Famer. Those big shoes will be filled by someone who is very familiar with USU and made headlines last 

December. 

Mike Williams will be the new head trainer. The announcement was made Thursday afternoon by USU 

Director of Athletics Scott Barnes. Williams will take over the job from Mildenberger on May 1. 



Williams is no stranger to Aggie athletics. The 

Robin, Idaho, native came to USU after 

graduating from Marsh Valley High School. He 

received a bachelor’s degree in exercise science 

in 1996. 

For the past 14 years Williams has been an 

assistant athletics trainer at USU. He has worked 

primarily with the men’s basketball programs, 

while providing support for USU’s other 15 

NCAA Division I programs. 

 

 

Keeton Named to Heisman Trophy Watch List – Herald Journal, April 26 

Utah State quarterback Chuckie Keeton is a candidate 

for the Heisman Trophy. 

So are 29 other college football players at this point. 

Reigning Heisman Trophy winner Johnny Manziel of 

Texas A&M highlights the first edition of the 2013 

HeismanPundit/CBSSports.com Heisman Trophy Watch 

List, which was officially released on Thursday. 

Keeton and Manziel are two of 19 quarterbacks on the 

watch list, which also includes Fresno State’s Derek 

Carr, Nevada’s Cody Fajardo and San Jose State’s David 

Fales. 

“Chuckie has earned every right to be included in preseason campaigns, polls and watch lists for every 

award a quarterback can be,” USU head coach Matt Wells said. “He’s earned that right based on his play 

for the last two years. He’s earned it by his win-loss record as a quarterback, he’s earned it by his stats, 

his leadership — everything he does for our program inside the building and outside the building. He’s 

earned every right to be included in every category that anybody wants to talk about in the country.” 

 

NFL Draft Results: Dolphins Get Will Davis in 3rd Round – Sports Blog Nation, April 26 

Day two of the 2013 NFL Draft is nearing its end, with just a few more picks to go until the end of the 

third round. With pick No. 93, the Miami Dolphins selected cornerback Will Davis out of Utah State. 

Immediately after that, the Baltimore Ravens selected defensive tackle Brandon Williams out of 



Missouri Southern at No. 94, and then the Houston Texans used the draft's first compensatory selection 

on defensive end Sam Montgomery out of LSU. 

Miami moved up to the No. 93 pick to get Davis, 

dealing with the Green Bay Packers, who have 

been very active in the trade market. A couple 

seasons ago, Miami looked set at the cornerback 

position, but now they're in need of a couple 

bodies at the position. Davis became a full-time 

starter for the Aggies in 2012, earning first-team 

All-WAC honors. Davis appears to have the 

natural build and ability to potentially be a fixture 

in the NFL for a long time. He has fluid hips and 

quick feet. 

Davis may have been higher up draft boards if he had played against BCS-level competition in college. 

Going from the WAC to the NFL could be a difficult transition, especially for a player whose biggest 

weakness is arguably his physicality, but the Dolphins should give him plenty of opportunities to 

succeed. 

 

2013 NFL Draft: Indianapolis Colts Select Utah State RB Kerwynn Williams at No. 230 – Mountain West 

Connection, April 27 

Utah State's Kerwynn Williams was selected by 

the Indianapolis Colts with the 230th pick in the 

NFL Draft. 

Williams will be trying to make a name for 

himself at the running back position, as did his 

teammates Robert Turbin and Michael Smith. 

That due was drafted in 2012 by the Seattle 

Seahawks and Tampa Bay Buccaners. 

During his senior season at Utah State, Wilams 

helped Utah State win the WAC title by rushing 

for 1,512 yards and 15 touchdowns. Williams is not a tall back standing at just 5-feet-8 and just 195 

pounds, but that makes him hard to find and tackle when breaking through the line of scrimmage. 

Despite being a smaller back, Williams is perfectly capable of running between the tackles as opposed to 

some slighter runners who like to take to the outside. 

He also has the ability to go out and play wide receiver and catch the ball out of the backfield, he is not 

an amazing pass catcher but he gets the job done. 



Due to his size being an every down or starting running back is not likely in the cards, but that may not 

matter much as teams us multiple running backs instead of a singular workhorse ball carrier. He needs 

to work on pass protection and also creating quicker moves when in the open field. 
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Utah State alum and Nike Brand president Charlie

Denson to make commencement address
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Utah State athletics has had a good friend in Charlie Denson the last few y ears.

The president of Nike Brand who helped lead a logo and image overhaul for Utah State, Denson will be honored as this y ear's commencement speaker on May  4.

He'll receive an honorary  degree as well, alongside Sen. Orrin Hatch among others.

Denson has close ties to the university , an alum in 197 8 who went to work for a Portland store that would birth the world's largest and most lucrative athletic wear

company . Besides being a contributor to the Aggies — he auctioned off a private tour and lunch for a recent fundraiser — he helped lead the 15-month project that

overhauled Utah State's brand.

Utah State's current contract with Nike expires at the end of May , but given Denson's close relationship with the university , it seems likely  that the school will find

a way  to re-up its deal.

From the university  release:

As president of the Nike Brand Charlie Denson is responsible for leading the strategy  of the world's most distinctive, authentic and connected brand in sports.

Denson oversees all aspects of the global direction for the company 's consumer categories, including Actions Sports, Basketball, Football (Soccer), Men's Training,

Running, Sportswear and Women's Training, as well as the Jordan Brand and Nike Golf.

His career at Nike spans more than 30 y ears. In 197 9, after graduating from Utah State University  with a bachelor's degree in business administration, Denson

started as an assistant store manager of "The Athletics Department," Nike's first retail store in Portland, Ore. He quickly  moved up the ranks and has held many

positions over the y ears, including time as v ice president of United States and European sales and as general manager of Nike USA.

An innovator in developing sales and distribution strategies, Denson has been a driv ing force in Nike's global growth as the company  has expanded into

approximately  190 countries. He pioneered Nike's growth in China, India and Brazil, in particular. In fiscal y ear 2012, Nike Brand revenues surpassed $21  billion,

a growth of 16 percent.

An av id Aggie fan, he was instrumental in Utah State's unveiling of its new athletic logo in the spring of 2012. The university  worked with Nike in collaboration on a

15-month re-branding campaign that was made possible through Denson's support as well as the longstanding association between Utah State Athletics and Nike.

— Kyle Goon

kgoon@sltrib.com

Twitter: @kylegoon
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Utah State University advanced weather sensors going

to space on Asian satellites

Weather contract • One of largest at USU-affiliated lab.

BY LINDSAY WHITEHURST
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Advanced weather-sensing instruments built by  a Utah State University -affiliated lab will get a ride into space on

an Asian telecommunications satellite set to launch in 2016.

The agreement announced Wednesday  advances a partnership with Las Vegas-based company  GeoMetWatch that

is the single largest applied engineering contract at a USU lab.

The satellite will be launched over the Pacific Rim by  AsiaSat, a satellite TV and Internet company . From the

vantage point of 22,000 miles above earth, the instrument could pick up weather data affecting most of the

world’s population, said Forrest Fackrell, chief development officer at GeoMetWatch.

“It’s a big deal because it really  gives us an international capability . It gives us a very  significant hosting partner,”

he said.

The instrument, called a hy perspectral sounder, uses infrared sensors to predict storms more than eight hours

earlier than current technology , said Robert Behunin, USU’s v ice-president of commercialization.

“Right now, we’re just talking about minutes and sometimes even range-of-sight,” he said. Better information

could save lives and money  with earlier natural disaster warnings and more exact evacuation zones.

The Sounding and Tracking Observatory  for Regional Meteorology  (STORM) instrument reads atoms’ infrared

light, or heat energy . It can produce images and track particles of water vapor, trace gases, volcanic ash and

pollutants to predict floods, hurricanes, tornados, atmospheric pressure and other weather conditions. The

instruments also could be used to measure and track the effects of climate change.

“Current weather satellites give y ou a 2-D sort of a picture image of what’s going on,” Behunin said. “STORM will

give a 4-D cube.”

Wednesday ’s agreement will give GeoMetWatch a much stronger platform to sell the weather data to businesses

and governments.

“The fact that we have an operating agreement signed, a ride into space, that makes it more real,” Behunin said.

GeoMetWatch envisions eventually  covering the entire globe with six  sounder-equipped satellites, but building each instrument costs more than $100 million and

takes more than three y ears.

Twelve scientists in Logan started the first hy perspectral sounder in February  with capital from GeoMetWach and the state-funded Utah Science Technology  and

Research initiative. Wednesday ’s agreement also will help secure the rest of the money  to finish the work, Fackrell said.

“Confidence is very  high that this will enable success in getting the instrument completed,” he said. When the project is fully  ramped up, it will employ  40 people

at the new USU-affiliated lab Advanced Weather Sy stems Foundation, and some of those will be new hires, Behunin said.

The research on the project actually  started more than 15 y ears ago with federal funding. NASA put $400 million into two advanced weather projects at USU’s

Space Dy namics Lab before pulling the plug when it got too expensive in 2006.

Two y ears later, some of the scientists working on the project formed GeoMetWatch, and got a license to finish the project privately .

“We’re leveraging the investment the government has made in this technology  and turning it into a commercial product,” Fackrell said.

lwhitehurst@sltrib.com

Twitter: @lwhitehurst
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Clash of the concrete canoes: USU hosts event
Hyrum State Park

By Kevin Opsahl | Posted: Sunday, April 7, 2013 12:00 am

HYRUM — Donning wet suits, a team of Utah State University students marched into the waters of

Hyrum reservoir carrying with them something that took a total of 2,200 man hours to build —

“Canoebis.”

The crowd of family members, mentors and children standing at the edge of the beach let out a giant

applause.

Then, using buckets, the team members poured water into Canoebis — complete with a “mummified

Big Blue” and Egyptian characters spelling their names — for the swamp test.

The swamp test allows judges to test the endurance of the canoes for the Rocky Mountain American

Society of Civil Engineers, or ASCE, student conference, which took place Thursday through

Saturday. The conference also features other competitions, including a steel bridge competition.

“I love it; this is what we live for,” said Ryan Warren, canoe member and a graduate student majoring

in civil engineering. “We work all year for all of this and this is our favorite part.”

The hard work paid off, according to Saturday’s results USU took first for the third consecutive year.

The winner of each regional canoe competition moves on to compete for a monetary reward at the

national level. In 2011, the USU canoe team placed 16th, and in 2012 it placed 18th.

Teams qualify for the National Concrete Canoe competition by placing first in one of 18 conference

competitions held throughout the U.S. Teams placing second in a conference competition behind a

university that finished in the top five at the previous year’s national competition are also invited.

The top three schools of the regional steel bridge competition advance to the National Student Steel

Bridge Competition to compete with the top 50 schools in the country.

The Rocky Mountain Regional “challenges the students’ knowledge, while showcasing the versatility

and durability of concrete as a building material,” the ASCE website reads.

For the competition in Logan, each of the 14 Rocky Mountain region universities — including the

South Dakota School of Mines and Technology and the U.S. Air Force Academy — raced a canoe

made from concrete or built mini bridges made of steel.

Canoes are judged on four equally weighted categories at Hyrum State Park — a technical report, oral

presentation, the final product and five canoe races.

Team members are allowed to have a little fun — each school’s canoe had a different theme. USU
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took on an Egyptian theme, and the Air Force Academy had called theirs “The Phoenix.”

The steel bridge competition took place Friday in USU’s Fieldhouse. The teams were graded on

aesthetics, a bridge-building competition, a technical paper and a non-technical paper.

The concrete competition itself is harder than it looks, team members say.

“It takes a lot of practice ... because it’s heavier,” said Warren, who helped bring the Aggies to first

place during those years, but did not actually race in 2013. “You’re weaving in and out of these buoys

... and constantly changing directions, but once you get out in the open ... it’s just paddling. You just

have to make sure you’re straight. A lot of kids start veering off and it kills your momentum.”

Warren reflected on his team’s accomplishments.

“The first year came as a surprise; we didn’t know what it took to win. Last year we felt like we had a

good chance to win — we almost lost — but we pulled it off,” Warren said. “It’s a little more

pressure; we’re the ones with the target on our heads. We have to step up to the plate and do it.”

Erik Bergal, steel bridge captain for the University of Colorado, Boulder, said he was happy to be at

the regionals this year because for a while Boulder didn’t have a steel bridge team.

“It’s a great way for (engineering) students to be involved, we’re building publicity at our university,

getting younger students involved,” he said.

Melinna Boyd, the senior steel bridge captain of the University of New Mexico, said they spent an

entire semester designing it and then another semester building it, working with companies in their

community.

“It came down to the wire, but we got it done,” said Melinna Boyd, the senior steel bridge captain of

the University of New Mexico. “The biggest thing we learned was working as a team, that’s especially

important, especially in civil engineering.”

USU will host the competition again in 2025.

————

kopsahl@hjnews.com

Twitter: KevJourno
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Keeton receives prestigious award

By HJ staff reports | Posted: Tuesday, April 16, 2013 10:15 pm

Utah State quarterback Chuckie Keeton was named the 2012 Collegiate Male Athlete of the Year at

the second annual Utah Governor’s State of Sport Awards held Tuesday at the Zions Bank Basketball

Center in Salt Lake City.

Former Aggie head football coach Gary Andersen was named the Coach of the Year.

Utah Governor Gary R. Herbert provided remarks and presented awards along with eight-time Grand

Slam Champion and Olympic Gold Medalist Andre Agassi. The event recognized athletes, coaches and

key sports people and partners who have been instrumental in helping to build Utah's sports industry.

“I am pleased to be part of this great event to recognize excellence in sports and would like to extend

a very special thank you to Andre Agassi for joining us today,” Herbert said in a press release.

Nearly 50,000 votes were cast from sports fans across all 50 states and 62 countries from around the

world.

Joining Keeton and Andersen in winning awards were: High School Male Athlete — Nick Emery,

basketball, Lone Peak High School; High School Female Athlete — Taylor Calton, tennis, Lone Peak

High School; College/Pro Female Athlete — Corrie Lothrop, gymnastics, University of Utah;

Professional Male Athlete — Nick Rimando, soccer, Real Salt Lake; Team of the Year — Lone Peak

High School Men's Basketball; Game or Event of the Year — BYU Women's Soccer; Highlight of the

Year — Nick Rimando Stops Seattle.

In addition, a Lifetime Achievement in Sport award was presented to banking mogul, philanthropist

and athlete Spencer F. Eccles. The U.S. Ski and Snowboard Association was honored with the Team

Utah Partner of the Year award, and ski jumper Sarah Hendrickson was presented the Olympian of the

Year award.

The awards were presented for the 2012 calendar year. The nominees were selected by a committee

comprised of members of the sports media and community at large.

Keeton, who was one of six nominees for the award, was selected over former Utah football players

Reggie Dunn and Star Lotulelei, former Utah Valley baseball player Goose Kallunki, former Southern

Utah track athlete Cameron Levins and former Weber State basketball player and current Portland

Trailblazer rookie Damian Lillard.

The 6-foot-2, 200 pound quarterback from Houston earned first-team all-Western Athletic

Conference honors as a sophomore after ranking 17th nationally in total offense (307.1 ypg), 18th in

passing efficiency (154.7) and 29th in passing (259.5 ypg). During the 2012 season, Keeton set

single-season school records for touchdown passes (27), passing yards (3,373), completions (275)
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and completion percentage (.676), while setting the single-game record for rushing yards by a

quarterback with 121 yards at Louisiana Tech.

USU had its most successful season in school history in 2012, as it went 11-2 and set school records

for wins (11) and home wins (6), while recording just its second bowl win in school history with a 41-

15 victory against Toledo in the Famous Idaho Potato Bowl. USU also won its first outright

conference championship since 1936 and just its third in school history joining the 1921 and 1936

teams that both won Rocky Mountain Athletic Conference titles.

The Aggies ended the 2012 season nationally ranked for just the third time in school history as they

were 16th in the Associated Press poll, 17th in the ESPN/USA Today Coaches' poll and 22nd in the

Bowl Championship Series standings.

Andersen left after four years at the USU helm. He is now the head coach at Wisconsin.
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USU student receives prestigious honor as Truman
Scholar

By Kevin Opsahl | Posted: Tuesday, April 16, 2013 1:05 am

When she was a freshman at Utah State University, Briana Bowen did not go through the typical

college experience.

At 19, she was diagnosed with thyroid cancer.

Luckily, though, with the help of doctors, the political science major is in remission. But the

“politics” behind her experience changed her.

“Once I was treated very successfully, I started to look at the policies and said, ‘Wow, health care

policy in this country really determines whether or not some people in my position have access to

health care,’” Bowen said. “What happens to people who are not fortunate enough?”

Now a junior, Bowen is putting her emphasis in public service on health care policy and will be able to

bolster that education now that she’s a Truman Scholar.

USU recently announced that Bowen was one of 62 students named as such by the Harry S. Truman

Scholarship Foundation on April 10 — the first time since 1984 that a USU student received the

scholarship.

“It’s a huge honor,” said Bowen, who was notified of her acceptance when USU President Stan

Albrecht called her into his office last week. “I’m already discovering that the best part of this

scholarship is not the monetary sum — it’s the Truman community. Truman Scholars past and present

have reached out to me and welcomed me to the family. It’s really touching to see that there are a lot

of people out there that care about public policy.”

Bowen said the scholarship gives people “the ability to go from point A — undergraduate — to point

B — a really effective public servant.”

The Harry S. Truman Scholarship Foundation was created as a living memorial to honor the nation’s

33rd president to find and help support the next generation of public servants and nonprofit leaders.

The scholarships were established through an Act of Congress in 1974 and are intended for students

who plan to pursue careers in public service.

The 2013 Truman Scholars were selected from a field of 629 candidates nominated by 293 colleges

and universities.

Bowen will have the chance to work together in Washington, D.C., with the other Truman Scholars

during the summer following graduation — in the Washington Summer Institute.

Being the first USU student in almost 30 years to receive the honor is, “a real reflection on the
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caliber of Utah State,” Bowen said. “And I really believe this scholarship belongs less to me than it

does to the entire Aggie community — the faculty, my mentors, people who are absolutely

instrumental in getting me through the process to receive this incredible award.”

Bowen is an honors student who serves as president of the USU College Democrats. She worked as a

regional field director for the Scott Howell for U.S. Senate campaign in 2012, canvassing

neighborhoods and knocking on doors in Northern Utah, and represented Utah State University at the

Democratic National Convention in the fall. Bowen later attended the U.S. Presidential Inauguration

as a civilian security captain with the U.S. Secret Service.

Mike Lyons, a USU political science professor, is a mentor to Bowen.

“She is intellectually gifted, self-confident, independent and disciplined — the whole package,” he

said in a statement. “She’s not just a grind it out 4.0, A-plus student. She’s all over the place.”

Bowen has not decided where she wants to go after USU. Once Bowen obtains her master of public

policy, she plans to work for the Department of Health and Human Services or on Capitol Hill in the

field of health care policy.

Bowen has already had some experience in D.C., when she worked as a public policy intern with the

Healthcare Leadership Council in 2011.

“I came away with really great appreciation for how health care policy ... really affects people,”

Bowen said. “It was not just an academic interest to find, but a really personal interest to find, at that

point.”

Bowen said even though she was young to be working in D.C., it gave her a “head start in appreciating

what the political climate really looks like.”

“In some ways, we’re not really fair when we demonize politicians; it’s a hard job, and we should give

them a little bit of a break,” Bowen said. “In other ways, we need to expect of our politicians the need

to compromise. That doesn’t mean compromising their values, but it does mean realizing that they

were elected to represent our country. They need to realize not everyone’s going to get 100 percent

of their way. They have to meet in the middle.”

Bowen emphasized how being a student at USU helped her get to this point.

“My political science classes haven’t been about memorizing a list of facts. They have been about how

to critically analyze and identify problems, and think of solutions, and that’s the kind of thinking that’s

necessary in public policy,” Bowen said.

————

kopsahl@hjnews.com
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Williams named Utah State's head trainer

By Shawn Harrison | Posted: Friday, April 26, 2013 12:00 am

For the first time in 38 years, Utah State will have a new head athletic trainer.

With long-time head trainer Dale Mildenberger retiring this spring, the Aggies had to replace the Hall

of Famer. Those big shoes will be filled by someone who is very familiar with USU and made

headlines last December.

Mike Williams will be the new head trainer. The announcement was made Thursday afternoon by USU

Director of Athletics Scott Barnes. Williams will take over the job from Mildenberger on May 1.

“We are thrilled to have Mike remain on staff and move into the position of head athletics trainer,”

Barnes said in a statement Thursday. “Mike has been a valued employee during his many years at USU

and brings tremendous experience and knowledge with him to this position. It’s a great fit.”

Williams is no stranger to Aggie athletics. The Robin, Idaho, native came to USU after graduating

from Marsh Valley High School. He received a bachelor’s degree in exercise science in 1996.

For the past 14 years Williams has been an assistant athletics trainer at USU. He has worked primarily

with the men’s basketball programs, while providing support for USU’s other 15 NCAA Division I

programs.

“I want to thank Scott Barnes and Utah State University for the support and opportunity to be the head

athletics trainer,” Williams said in a statement. “I also want to thank Dale Mildenberger for his

guidance and leadership over the past 14 years and I aspire to live up to the standard he has set in this

position. The support USU athletics receives is second to none and I am honored to be associated with

everyone in the athletics department, from the coaches and student-athletes, to all of its

administrators.”

Williams, who is not one to seek the spotlight, was thrust into it last December. He played a major

role in saving Aggie basketball player Danny Berger, who collapsed during a practice and went into

full cardiac arrest on Dec. 4. Williams’ quick response was life saving for the USU forward.

Recently Williams was named the 2012-13 Athletic Trainer of the Year in the state of Utah. He was

also presented the Heartsaver Hero Award by the American Heart Association this past winter because

of the way he began cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and used an automated external defibrillator

(AED) on Berger.

Williams was also honored at the 2013 USU Robins Awards earlier this month. He received the

Gerald R. Sherratt Award, which is given to a member of the university who has displayed superior

leadership skills and abilities, as well as unsurpassed dedication and service to others.
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Prior to being an assistant athletic trainer at USU, Williams worked for Intermountain Health Care in

Logan as an athletic trainer and served as the Head Athletic Trainer for the Idaho Stampede of the

Continental Basketball Association (CBA).

After getting his bachelors from USU, Williams attended the University of Idaho and graduated with a

master's of science degree in sports administration in 1997.

———
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Keeton named to Heisman Trophy Watch List

By Wade Denniston | Posted: Friday, April 26, 2013 11:51 pm

Utah State quarterback Chuckie Keeton is a candidate for the Heisman Trophy.

So are 29 other college football players at this point.

Reigning Heisman Trophy winner Johnny Manziel of Texas A&M highlights the first edition of the

2013 HeismanPundit/CBSSports.com Heisman Trophy Watch List, which was officially released on

Thursday.

Keeton and Manziel are two of 19 quarterbacks on the watch list, which also includes Fresno State’s

Derek Carr, Nevada’s Cody Fajardo and San Jose State’s David Fales.

“Chuckie has earned every right to be included in preseason campaigns, polls and watch lists for every

award a quarterback can be,” USU head coach Matt Wells said. “He’s earned that right based on his

play for the last two years. He’s earned it by his win-loss record as a quarterback, he’s earned it by his

stats, his leadership — everything he does for our program inside the building and outside the

building. He’s earned every right to be included in every category that anybody wants to talk about in

the country.”

The 6-foot-2, 200-pound Keeton earned first-team all-Western Athletic Conference honors as a

sophomore after ranking 17th nationally in total offense (307.1 ypg), 18th in passing efficiency

(154.7) and 29th in passing (259.5 ypg).

In 2012, Keeton set single-season school records for touchdown passes (27), passing yards (3,373),

completions (275) and completion percentage (.676), while tying the single-game record for rushing

yards by a quarterback with 121 yards at Louisiana Tech.

The Heisman Trophy, presented annually since 1935, is the most prestigious award in sports. It is

named after famed college football coach John W. Heisman. The 2013 winner will be announced in

New York on Saturday, Dec. 14.

Heismanpundit/CBSSports.com will consider other players for the 2013 Heisman Trophy Watch List

and will also delete players as the season progresses.

Aggies on TV

USU will have five games televised by CBS Sports Network during the 2013 season, it was announced

Friday by the Mountain West Conference.

Overall, 21 games involving Mountain West teams will be broadcast by CBS Sports Network this fall,

including 13 conference games and eight non-conference tilts.
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The Aggies’ first game to be broadcast by CBS Sports Network will also be their first-ever MW

contest when they play at Air Force on Saturday, Sept. 7, at 1:30 p.m.

USU’s other four games included in this TV package will all be at home in matchups against BYU

(Oct. 4, 6 p.m.), Boise State (Oct. 12, 5:30 p.m.), Hawaii (Nov. 2, 2 p.m.) and Colorado State (Nov.

23, 1:30 p.m.).

Along with their five contests to be televised on CBS Sports Network, the Aggies’ game at San Jose

State on Friday, Sept. 27, will be televised on ESPN at 7 p.m.

CBS Sports Network is the Mountain West’s primary rights holder. The network will be joined this

season by ESPN as the second national television partner under a new agreement reached last month.

Between the two networks, 44 football games will be televised this year on their various platforms.

———
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Cornerback Will Davis, defensive tackle Brandon Williams and defensive end Sam Montgomery were taken near the end of the third round.
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Day two of the 2013 NFL Draft is nearing its end, with just a few more picks to go until the end of the third round. With pick No. 93, the M iami Dolphins selected cornerback Will

Davis out of Utah State. Immediately after that, the Baltimore R avens selected defensive tackle Brandon Williams out of Missouri Southern at No. 94, and then the Houston

Texans used the draft's first compensatory selection on defensive end Sam M ontg omery out of LSU.

Miami moved up to the No. 93 pick to get Davis, dealing with the Green Bay Pac k ers, who have been very active in the trade market. A couple seasons ago, Miami looked set at

the cornerback position, but now they're in need of a couple bodies at the position. Davis became a full-time starter for the Aggies in 2012, earning first-team All-WAC honors. Davis

appears to have the natural build and ability to potentially be a fixture in the NFL for a long time. He has fluid hips and quick feet.

Davis may have been higher up draft boards if he had played against BCS-level competition in college. Going from the WAC to the NFL could be a difficult transition, especially for a
player whose biggest weakness is arguably his physicality, but the Dolphins should give him plenty of opportunities to succeed.

Williams was a three-time All-American, but he doesn't get the attention because he accomplished that feat at the Division-II level. Regardless of where he played, Williams is built for

the NFL at 6'1 and 335 pounds. He has the strength and plays low to the ground with solid leverage. With the Ravens, he'll likely be worked in as a rotational player, something the
Ravens like to do with their defensive line.

The Texans made Montgomery their compensatory selection in the third after losing Mario Williams to the Bills in free agency last year. Montgomery was considered an early second-

round pick at the beginning of this offseason, but many questioned his work ethic and the interview process reportedly didn't go so well during the Scouting Combine, which

accounted for his slide. That said, he should be able to rotate in and find some playing time as a rookie if he has his head on straight.
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Kerwynn Williams was selected late in the seventh round with the 230th pick.
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Utah State's Kerwynn Williams was selected by the Indianapolis Colts with the 230th pick in the NFL Draft.

Williams will be trying to make a name for himself at the running back position, as did his teamamaates Robert Turbin

and Michael Smith. That due was drated in 2012 by the Seattle Seahawks and Tampa Bay Buccaners.

During his senior season at Utah State, Williams helped Utah State win the WAC title by rushing for 1,512 yards and

15 touchdowns. Williams is not a tall back standing at just 5-feet-8 and just 195 pounds, but that makes him hard to

find and tackle when breaking through the line of scrimmage. Despite being a smaller back, Williams is perfectly capable

of running between the tackles as apposed to some slighter runners who like to take to the outside.
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 Where have MWC players been taken?

He also has the ability to go out and play wide receiver and catch the ball out of the backfield, he is not an amazing pass

catcher but he gets the job done.

Due to his size being an everydown or starting running back is not likely in the cards, but that may not matter much as

teams us multiple running backs istead of a singular workhorse ball carrier. He needs to work on pass protection and

also creating quicker moves when in the open field.

Being a pass catcher will help his case to make a team and he might possibly need to see time on special teams, possibly

as a returner.

Here are highlights of Williams:
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